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LOCAL RECORDED CRIME FALLS UNDER SNP GOVERNMENT 

Recorded crime in Stirling has fallen by 35% in the ten years between 2006/07 and 2015/16, part of a nationwide fall of 41%.  

These are welcome figures that show a steep fall in recorded crime in the period since the SNP entered office in 2007 – and 
shows that SNP policies, such as having more police officers, have made our communities safer. 

It is excellent to see a decline in recorded crime of 35% across the Stirling area, part of a Scotland-wide picture that shows an 
overall fall of 41% since 2006/07. Having safe communities where everyone feels welcome are vital to creating the Scotland 
that we all want to see – and these figures show that, under the SNP, we have made significant progress in achieving this goal. 

£379,968 INVESTMENT IN NHS FORTH VALLEY  

Health boards across Scotland are sharing an additional £9 million this year for emergency departments, hospitals and primary 

and social care teams to get ready for winter. The funding, which includes £379,968 for Forth Valley, supports dedicated multi-

disciplinary teams to improve patient flow in A&E, across the hospital and in the community. 

A&E attendances last winter increased, yet emergency departments consistently improved their performance. This is testament 

to the immensely hard work and dedication of our NHS staff. The additional funding this year will ensure patients get the best 

treatment in the most appropriate place, easing pressure on our A&E departments and maximising patient flows within hospitals 

which face additional admission demands in winter.  

HSBC RELOCATION  

The news that HSBC intend to relocate from Castle Business Park is not good news for the local Stirling economy. I have already 
spoken with the Chief Executive of the company to seek assurances that every support will be provided to those employees who 
will face relocation or potential redundancy. I also raised this in the Scottish Parliament during First Ministers Questions. I believe 
this unfortunate news makes the case for Government financial support for the transformative Stirling City Deal even stronger 

THE BIG BIKE REVIVAL  

I attended the launch of the Big Bike Revival at Recyke-a-bike with Humza Yousaf, Minis-

ter for Transport, and Michelle McManus. The Big Bike Revival is a project which aims to 

get more people active and using bikes across the country and helps people in Scotland 

to bring their bikes back into use by providing bike health checks, sharing maintenance 

know-how and giving people more confidence in the saddle. 

WASPI RALLY  

It was a pleasure to join the WASPI ladies at the rally in The Scottish Parliament.  

They are right to be angry.  The Westminster Government hiked up their retirement age with 

very little warning.  And there was great frustration that the Tories didn’t even bother to 

attend,  letting down thousands of women across Scotland. These women have worked hard all 

their lives and spent years paying towards a pension – only to be told the rules had changed. 



NATIONAL LOAN SCHEME TO SUPPORT RURAL ECONOMY 
 
Farmers and crofters will be able to apply for a loan of 80% of their CAP Basic Payment and Greening 2016 entitlement, up to a 
maximum of €150,000 and receive their loan payments in November. 
 
Farmers will not have to wait until 2017 to receive payment of their CAP entitlement. Letters will be issued before the end of 
the month to farmers inviting them to apply. Everyone who applies by the deadline of 12 October will receive a loan of 80% of 
their entitlement in November. 
 
Having learned lessons from the 2015 round of CAP payments, the Scottish Government is determined to provide as much cer-
tainty as possible – not just for farmers and crofters, but for the wider economy in rural communities across my constituency. 
Over 17,000 businesses across Scotland, including many in Stirlingshire, will be entitled to qualify for this loan initially, with 
work continuing to make offers and payment to the remaining eligible businesses by the end of the year.   
 
I would therefore encourage everyone eligible to apply for this funding, which will give our farmers and crofters the security 
and certainty they need to enable them to plan for the year ahead while driving forward the rural economy. 

FUNDING TO TACKLE FUEL POVERTY 

Homes and businesses across 11 local authority areas will be warmer and cheaper to heat thanks to over £9 million of Scottish 
Government funding. Councils, including Stirling, have been awarded the funding to pilot new and innovative approaches to 
drive down energy bills and tackle climate change.  

Scotland’s Energy Efficiency Programme (SEEP) Pathfinder Fund is being directed at businesses, community groups and individu-
als working and living in areas with particularly high levels of fuel poverty. Across  Stirling the money will go towards the instal-
lation of external wall insulation in commercial units and in the library in Bannockburn, the installation of a biomass boiler in 
the church hall and chapel house in Bannockburn and towards a range of measures installed in buildings in Deanston and Fintry. 

These SEEP pilot projects are building on existing Scottish Government support for households and also improving the energy 
efficiency of community centres, charities, businesses and commercial properties. 

 

In Parliament I took part in the launch of Age Scotland’s new ‘Let’s get moving’ Campaign which encourages people to get ac-
tive. The benefits of even the simplest activity can never be overstated.  Personally, I really enjoy cycling most mornings and 
know that staying active is not about running marathons, it’s a simple as getting out for a good walk.  I commend Age Scotland 
for their campaign and wish them success in helping to get people active.  A reduction in illnesses such as Type 2 diabetes, heart 
disease and high blood pressure will not only be a benefit to public resources but will also help to improve the quality that peo-
ple have in later life. 

One of the highlights this month was being asked to present an award at the Inspiring Volunteer Awards 2016. I had the privi-
lege of presenting the Inclusive Volunteering Award to Walter Hemfrey from Drymen for all the hard work he has undertaken 
over many years as a volunteer. It was a fabulous evening celebrating the many people who give up their time selflessly to help 
others.  

It was great co-hosting this year’s Macmillan Coffee Morning with Steven Paterson MP. MacMillian want to make sure that no 
one has to face cancer alone but they can’t do that without the fundraising efforts, like the coffee morning, from people across 
Stirling and the whole of Scotland. I want to thank all of those who took part, whether that was attending a coffee morning, 
baking for a coffee morning or giving a donation.  

 


